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“y

use of nausea-inducing gas 1
1 Victnam have brought to ligh
the story of an ingeniou
scheme by which the Whitd
"House once nullified the usg
_of a totally different kind of
chemical agent on some sugay
bound for the Soviet Union.

mer President John F. Ken
" nedy outraged the Soviet Gov.
ernment by conspiring in th
detention of a British shipll
‘with cargo from Cuba so asfj
to undo a successful sabotage|
operation of the Central In-
telligence Agency, -

It is a Caribbcan melo-
drama jnvolving mysterious
shipboard fires and hijackeq
sacks of sugar, bitter court
battles and angry diplomatic
messages, all against  the
background of the Cuban mis-
sile crisis of 1962, !
! The story is 30 months old |
but not completely ended. At
least one attorney.in Pucrto
‘Rico is still being sued by Mos
cow for damages in the affair,

Part Played by a Reef
. There is no direct relation-
ship to gas and Vietnam, but
the story has been recalled here
amid talle about the wvarious
kinds of unorthodox weapons
that occasionally pose special
problems for Washington, .

It began Aug. 22, 1962, when
the British freighter Streatham
Hill, under lease to, a Soviet
Aageney, managed to make her
I\vay into San Juan harbor in

¥

Puerto Rico for emergency re-

-of sugar came ashore, allegedly
to permit lhe making of ship:
’]‘)gﬁyrfn Zhg’ctg}%‘; h%llifrid bg_‘fPrenncr Fidel Castro's regime to a Soviet Importer and not to!
cause Cuban products could not
be “imported” iato the United
]Statcs territory. :

| for several weeks, either before
lor after some of her cargo was
hauled ashore,
United States. agents managed
to get to ‘some of the sugar to
apply a substdnce that would
spoil its taate 'and usefulncss.l
IL is said to have been an essen- «j st ag the Stratham Hill was
tially harmless s,ubstar{]ce. Doty
likely to inflict injury, but corejge,apgn according to court re-sults.
é:éﬁo‘f:;f::; ‘f’seg“,?:g gé;ss}féf_ cords, the Puerto Riean court, On Jnly 25, 1063, the Unitnd

It is the story of how fordfers. - - -

(nown, but subsequent dcvelop-.‘ﬂ.ejghter

‘§abotage is said to have been!
¢ damage an cxpensive.cnx';,fo.ﬁm the hold of the freighter,

Ho

ilcely to dead 1o disputes, re-f

Iy the piot and frarful ro. 0""-'Y'4mcdi.',tte release of the cargo,

pairs after she has damaged her
ipropelier on a reef. ]

The 7.130-ton vessel was cars|
rying 80,000 sacks of Cuban!
sugar to the Soviet Union on:
one of the then regular com-!
mercial runs by Western shipsl

133 Chinese  with

fused to
ashore, fearing

been - similarly restricted
Cuba, where it was feared they

-|were Chinesce nationalists, | i
i e L g n gy, oL

. d

Infuriating to the Kennedy Ad-
ministration. The freighter had,
a crew of 44, cleven Britons and |
Hong Kong!
fdenzification papers, ;

Pverto Ricun - authoritios Teé- |
illow  the  Chinesel
they were from
Comimunist -China. They had |
'Exba and ought to ‘be seized,'

[
i
M1

A

Sonie Sugar wWas Landed i

, Compensation Sought  'period attentions were {1 ied
But 14.135 of the 80,000 bags:

A year eavlier, they had Ob_‘else\\'hcrc.‘
tained a judgment in a Dade The Federsl ¢ ir
County court in Florida that the sugar righifuiiv

PETYY
that

riiad
nelonged)

owed thern §§33,878.12 -for the {1e cuban Government and that!
seizure of a farm nmachinery it could not be used to sottle!
business in l{avana. They had g Cuban dcbt. But .the ageng
been trying ever since, without for the Puerto Rican Common-
success, to attach Cuban planes. wealth Court appealed Lhe rule
ships and properties that found ing, and the warehouse eareo
their way into the United States. was not reloased. i “

. Mr. Kane said it was  his TRinally. on Nov., 11, ailer 85
own idea to go after the sugar days i port and possibly frire
in San Juan. What encourage-{hoy uiofficial  interventich *
fment he had from Washington from Washington, the Strcnte

08 not clear. But on Sept. 19, ham Il sailed, leaving be-

nind the 14,135 sacks of su-

sar and a tangle of Jaw !

‘As the freighter lay in port

one or more

about to rcload its eargo and

lissucd " P cates Court of Appeals in Bose.
jissucd a writ of 'Lttachment:’t(m ruled that the Federal eourt

How many sacks were actu-|against the warchouse sugar, in San Juan had had ne right
is The next day,  with thate dispose of Sugar then in the
' dev At in drydock, "thgtistody of the Commciwvalily
ents indioate _tpat mpat,. z'f ’.1°tI1'0111a1nin~ sugar on board"w qCmuri : e
Il, of the adullerated sugar was | 5 Sug AT Phis, forecd e Sov] .
mong the sacks In 'the ware-|0tdered impounded and held for, -~ D%+ [O7vu Lhe Soviet imr,

g the In T 7a. possible  settlement. of hoPtEr to return to the Come
ouse, imonwealth Court to try to ase

. : | . - '
The purpese of this chemical ?dCth. due to Ml'.l{a'n ¢ and his sert his ownership of the sugai
associates, What is more, d fire g
of undisclosed origin broke out that had been left hehind and

to claim damages. That cuse, ace-
cording to a San Juan attor

lly tampered With

arouse. 'Sovict  suspicionsihpinming t . h
hout. the. quality of C“h““?aboﬁ-h? o flve. COmpanxesiney, is still pending.
ugar, to create S'lbch ]‘:Ct\‘\}f‘ng Whether some of the on-board| Mlth {{ax;lc andi his associntes
oviet nr;d 'Cn an ,;11t1or)}t;_s§cm.g0 lad been ‘tampered with S3y they bave]g VC‘:}‘ up expen«
nd, possibly, to discourage ship- and’ hag to be replaced or dam-!sw‘f {:}ourt att el "'la,‘“"Stt CU}L
ers  from  providing s rvictilg eod by water {s not clear. '&tlfli)ev. l:g?:esgehlg; gge"l‘be\l'{m]‘l‘ix:;;t
ﬂi1{£lﬁgdy'gpo€fé{oﬂt}i‘;d 512?15%]325 ton’s lack dfiinterest in their:
Com I iease, It is their impression that’
f;;,l;mge,?éit (;F hg'igmﬁ?ggivgcgng’g the sugar in the warehouse was:
jcourt houts. But the Unitcd‘lﬂ“.”'"y sold to pay for storage
& lax Wk prepared to let thelf€¢s, but they never found out
Sireatham Hill sl 4s Jong ag 1€ ldentity of the buyer.
the warehouse sugar remained :
nd resume her voyage on Sent.fbehind, . - :
0 when President Kennedy| On Sept. 22 the Soviet Gov-
arned of the sabotage. ~_lernment sent the United States
He s said to have been angered: gy angry note, demanding ime

riminations and, pcrhaps, cve
uspicions of sabotage, .’
- Precedent Was Feared
The operation appeared i
ave been a success, and the

treatham Hill was preparing,
reclaim the adulterated sugny|

[ injury. to Soviet canstm~~jvaimbursement for the damage* ;
ut also of sctting & dreadfuland assurances against a rep-
recedent in chemical sabotas!™ 'whition' of such “unlawful”_pro-
Sometime in carly Scptem-igadures ) LR
or, therefore, the order went
ut fron1 Washington: The con ;
minated sugar must not leave The State Department said
nited States territory. Intel American courts were inde-
genee agents, harbor autho-pendent and told' the Soviet! .
ities, customs officials and Gov-Union to seek legal rather than! . L b
rnment attorneys were put on-diplomatic .redress. ) N

e Job, and thus began ghe. On Oct, 14 Moscow sent an-
trigue to'undo an intrigue, iother strong protest, but . by|
Now it was done is .clearthis time it had also filed .ac-
om the recollection of infor-'tion in Federal court {n Puerto
hants here, in San Juan andRico for relcase .of the ware-{ .- - . . :
iaml and from news roportshouse cargo and at odeast: §1, 0
the time, Buf cxactly whomillion in damages, =* .- o e :
layed what role, wittinply or| Two. days later the’ tUnited] -
1wvittingly, could not be learned. States discoverdd the-construce
‘On Sept. 18, 1962, o manjllon of Soviel missile ‘bases inl
amed Terry Kane and some is-"Cuba; and. for & lense two-weeki
Bpeiates from Miami appearcd

L the Superior Court of Puerto!

Hico to contend that the sugar »

the warchouse helonged to

Soviet Protested Sharply

compensation for the Cuban
pvernments debt to them, ;. . §

'
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